
Job of The Week Bricklayer

Key Skills

➢ knowledge of building and 
construction

➢ the ability to work well with others
➢ the ability to work well with your 

hands
➢ to be flexible and open to change
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to 

detail
➢ the ability to organise your time and 

workload
➢ physical skills like strength, balance 

and coordination
➢ patience and the ability to 

remain calm in stressful situations
➢ to be able to carry out basic 

tasks on a computer or 
hand-held device

Salary
£17,000 - £40,000

Working hours
42 – 44

Between 8am-6pm
could work away 

from home



Bricklayer

College

You could take a college course 
to give you some of the skills 
such as:

• Level 1 Certificate in 
Construction Skills

• Level 2 Diploma in Bricklaying
• Level 2 Diploma in Trowel 

Occupations

Entry requirements
You'll usually need:
2 or fewer GCSEs at grades 1 to 
3, or equivalent for a level 1 
course and 2 or more GCSEs at 
grades 3 to 9 or equivalent, for a 
level 2 course

Apprenticeship

You can do a bricklaying intermediate 
apprenticeship.
This will usually take 2 years to complete. You'll 
do on-the-job training and spend time with a 
college or training provider

Entry requirements
Some GCSEs, usually including English and 
Maths, or equivalent, for an Intermediate 
Apprenticeship (Level 2)

Work

You could start as a construction site labourer with 
a bricklaying 'gang' and take training on the job to 
become a bricklayer

Top Tips

you'll need a Construction Skills Certification 
Scheme (CSCS) card or equivalent to train and 
work on a construction site



Working conditions

Your working environment may be 
physically demanding, outdoors in 
all weathers, at height and you 
might need to work away from home

Career path and progression

• You could specialise in a particular type of bricklaying like heritage work 
or stonemasonry

• You could become self-employed and set up your own business
• With experience, you could become a construction site supervisor, or 

move into related areas like estimating, training or teaching apprentices 
or students in a further education college

Day to Day tasks:

➢ use a trowel to lay bricks and
mortar

➢mix mortar by hand or with a 
mechanical mixer

➢measure work areas and set out the 
first rows of bricks or blocks

➢ shape and trim bricks using hammers, chisels 
and power tools

➢ check that rows are straight using a spirit level, 
laser level or plumb line



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment sector 
or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you can 
be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Home | Peterborough College

Bricklayer | Health Careers

Bricklayer Job Description (How to 
Become?) | Go Construct

How to become a Bricklayer - Careers -
WorldSkills UK

Bricklayer | Explore careers | National 
Careers Service

Bricklayer - British Army Jobs (mod.uk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=He06aTk0DKo

Boston College  
Bricklaying

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fn-oB57o_wc&t=222s https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMZtszVEbf4

Bricklaying Apprentice

A day in the life of a 
Bricklayer

Be a Bricklayer in the 
British Army

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkayp25ldz4

https://peterborough.ac.uk/
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/wider-healthcare-team/roles-wider-healthcare-team/estates-services/bricklayer
https://www.goconstruct.org/construction-careers/what-jobs-are-right-for-me/bricklayer/
https://www.worldskillsuk.org/careers/how-to-become-a-bricklayer/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwhsmaBhCvARIsAIbEbH6vnNM9ogwtopucTflNcZdOqzokxa2rizThPQDwI7OA0AUXV0JXOScaAiLOEALw_wcB
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/bricklayer
https://apply.army.mod.uk/roles/royal-engineers/bricklayer?gclid=Cj0KCQjwhsmaBhCvARIsAIbEbH65bHtP7wvOhvlyMAVFq2dcFKDPfETIAxMBJUlXdUjE0jY0oBNvpfIaAi3YEALw_wcB&cid=semp0056205677&dtid=semp_google_18631585109_148121708608&ps_kw=become%20bricklayer&gclsrc=aw.ds&s_kwcid=AL!8141!3!628867014943!e!!g!!become%20bricklayer&ef_id=Yy2@TAAABaqMOiv@:20221021124256:s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=He06aTk0DKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fn-oB57o_wc&t=222s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMZtszVEbf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkayp25ldz4

