
Job of The Week
Nursery 
Assistant 

Key Skills

➢ sensitivity and understanding
➢ patience and the ability to remain calm in 

stressful situations
➢ the ability to work well with others
➢ to be flexible and open to change
➢ excellent verbal communication skills
➢ customer service skills
➢ the ability to understand people’s 

reactions
➢ active listening skills
➢ concentration skills
➢ to carry out basic tasks on a PC or

hand-held device

Salary
£14,000-£24,000

Working hours
38 – 40 p/w

You could work weekends
or on a rota



Nursery Assistant 

Apprenticeship

You could get into this career through an intermediate or advanced apprenticeship 
as an early years practitioner or educator

Entry requirements
• some GCSEs, usually including English and Maths, or equivalent, for an 

intermediate apprenticeship
• 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, including English and Maths, for 

an advanced apprenticeship

College

You can take a college course before looking for work 
in a nursery. Courses include:

Level 2 Certificate in Childcare
Level 3 Diploma in Early Years Education and Care -
Early Years Educator

Entry requirements
• For a Level 2 course you will need 5 or more GCSEs 

at grades 3-9  (including English and ideally Maths)
• For a Level 3 course you will need 5 GCSEs at 

grades 4-9 (including Maths and English)

Career path and progression

As an experienced nursery worker you could:

✓ Specialise in working with children who have difficulties with learning, physical 
disabilities, or need support with their mental health

✓ Room Leader
✓ Manager 
✓ Business owner 
✓ Teach further education 
✓ Consultancy

You could also work and study overseas



Working conditions

You may need to wear a uniform which 
is usually provided

You could work in a nursery or playgroup 
setting or in a childminders home

Top Tips

You could get experience by volunteering at a local nursery group or after school 
club. This may lead into paid work, where you could do training on the job

A paediatric first aid certificate will also be useful but is not essential

Day to Day tasks
Your duties could include:

➢ take children on outings
➢ feed and change babies
➢make sure children are safe and well
➢ take part in singing, role play and story telling
➢ observe children and make notes to write reports
➢ speak with parents, carers and other nursery staff
➢ plan and supervise activities like arts and crafts, music

and cooking
➢ help children learn numeracy and language skills through games



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you can 
be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Home | Boston College UK

Apprenticeships | National Careers 
Service

Work for us | The Children's Trust 
(thechildrenstrust.org.uk)

Home – NDNA

Nursery nurse and nursery assistant | 
Health Careers

https://www.pacey.org.uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5hZraA78Ns

Becoming a
Nursery Assistant 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7O5Vuqq-ezE https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoyzSjbuhCU

A day in the life of a 
Childcare Apprentice

Early Years at
Peterborough Regional College

Being a Childcare 
Apprentice Employer

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7srkKMlsgqM

https://www.boston.ac.uk/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-your-education-and-training-choices/apprenticeship
https://www.thechildrenstrust.org.uk/jobs?gclid=Cj0KCQjwj7CZBhDHARIsAPPWv3cxUXEIuRhp7cFxqGnxK2IzxvWcrd5HP89-3erR_4c_jpXCG4_lXuUaArHTEALw_wcB
https://ndna.org.uk/
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/wider-healthcare-team/roles-wider-healthcare-team/corporate-services/nursery-nurse-and-nursery-assistant/nursery-nurse-and-nursery
https://www.pacey.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5hZraA78Ns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7O5Vuqq-ezE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoyzSjbuhCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7srkKMlsgqM

