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Whole School Cross Curricular Literacy 
Simple, Flexible & Consistently Applied 

 

A Plan for Departmental Literacy Across the Curriculum, Assessment and Feedback 
 
This policy mirrors the SLAT Assessment and Feedback policy. At the heart of the SLAT approach to whole school literacy is 
the idea that each department can contribute to literacy learning, but that the approach taken will be different in each 
curriculum area. Consistency across a department and the school is still important, but this can come from consistent high 
standards, rather than unvarying practice. Within the SLAT there are 3 levels of literacy assessment and feedback focus:  
 

Light Touch, Medium Focus and High Priority 

 
 Subjects will have their own level of literacy provision: Light Touch, Medium Focus or High Priority, as shared in the 

table below.  
 

 Individual departments/curriculum areas should develop their own policies for literacy, assessment and feedback using 
the ‘Whole School Cross Curricular Literacy Plan – A Framework for Departments’ on page 3 of this document. 

 

 The key elements are: 
 

1. Writing (including spelling); 
2. Reading; 
3. Vocabulary; 
4. Oracy. 

 
Departments should be mindful of the whole school focus on literacy and aims set out in the School Transformation Plan:  
 

 To have a systematic approach to the teaching and promotion of literacy across the curriculum to ensure that students 
have essential life skills and are literate; 

 To improve students’ extended writing skills, to equip them better to more successfully complete long answer questions;  

 To encourage our learners to be articulate in a range of contexts, by being encouraged to constantly develop a wider 
vocabulary, supported by reading widely; 

 To continue to develop the ‘promotion of reading’ and literacy strategy - including specifically a focus on reading skills and 
vocabulary acquisition at KS3 - with a particular focus on BOYS reading. 

 

Department Literacy Across the Curriculum: levels of provision: 
 

Literacy Focus Level Department 
Level 1: ‘Light touch’ 
 

Maths 
KS3:  PE; Design and Technology; Drama 

Level 2: ‘Medium Focus’  
 

KS4:  PE; Design and Technology; Drama                           All BTECS 
All other subjects not listed in level 1 ‘light touch’ or level 3 ‘high priority’ 

Level 3: ‘High Priority’ 
 

English, History, MFL 
 

 

Assessment and Marking 
 

If marking for literacy in a written form, teachers should follow the SLAT Whole School Literacy Marking Policy for 
consistency with students. This is included at the end of this policy. 

 
Other Whole School Literacy Provision 

 
 

Along with the departmental Literacy Across the Curriculum Focus, the Love of Reading programme and the ‘Accelerated 
reader’ programme embed literacy and reading into whole school, KS3 tutor times and into wider school events as part of 
the Celebration of Reading programme.  NB: These are detailed in the SLAT Reading/Literacy Plan. 
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Whole School Cross Curricular Literacy Plan - A Framework for Departments   
Simple, Flexible & Consistently Applied 

Level 1 Writing Reading Vocabulary Oracy 

Light touch 
Elements of Level 1 only 

 Spelling of key words – subject specific  Encourage reading with a range of texts: 
text books, subject specific on-line 
resources, Apps  

 Support whole school events – World 
Book Day etc 

 Examination terminology taught specific 
to the subject  

 Speak like a specialist by using key terms 
and phrases and encouraging students to 
do the same 

Marking & assessment 
+ 
Evidence 
 

 In assessment books: Spelling corrections 
should be written out 3 x in purple pen, 
following the school literacy marking 
policy 

 If spelling/literacy is assessed on Show 
My Homework/ Doddle etc it should be 
tracked for improvement & intervention 
by the class teacher 

 Evidenced in drop ins and deep dives  Evidenced in work scrutiny, drop ins and 
deep dives 

 Evidenced in SOW 

 Evidenced in drop ins and deep dives 

Level 2 Writing Reading Vocabulary Oracy 
Medium 
focus 
 
Elements of Levels 1 & 2 

 

 There is an expectation that sentences 
have capital letters and full stops 

 Encourage reading with a range of 
extracts and articles that explore 
specific ideas in more depth (these may 
be from department text books) 
 

 Keystone words –words chosen by the 
department are developed as keystone 
subject vocabulary words 

 

 Encourage extended oral contribution by 
planning talk in your lessons e.g. 
think/pair/share 

Marking & Assessment 
+ 
Evidence 

 SA/PA red pen correction for sentence 
punctuation (capital letters and full 
stops) should be evident in extended 
writing 

 Evidenced in drop ins and deep dives 

 Evidenced in SOW 

 Evidenced in work scrutiny, drop ins and 
deep dives 

 Evidenced in SOW 

 Evidenced in work scrutiny, drop ins and 
deep dives 

 Evidenced in SOW 

Level 3 Writing Reading Vocabulary Oracy 
High priority 
 
Elements of Levels 1 - 3 

 Frequent literacy errors should be 
corrected 

 Students should be expected to do 
some extended writing at least once per 
short term 

 Reading for pleasure is a regular feature 
of lessons 

 A wide range of reading texts is part of 
the SOW and curriculum 
 

 Development of ‘Tier 2’ academic 
language 

 Model good speaking and listening in the 
way as you would model writing 

 Encourage high standards of oracy by 
supporting Standard English use in the 
classroom 

Marking & Assessment 
+ 
Evidence 

 Where extended writing is done as part 
of assessed work, one paragraph (as a 
minimum) should be marked using the 
school literacy marking policy (SA/PA or 
TA) 

 Tracked as part of AR where appropriate 

 Evidenced in drop ins and deep dives 

 Evidenced in SOW 

 Evidenced in work scrutiny, drop ins and 
deep dives 

 Evidenced in SOW 

 Evidenced in work scrutiny, drop ins and 
deep dives 

 Evidenced in SOW 
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SLAT Whole School Literacy Marking Policy 

Focus Annotation / Teacher 
Action 

Explanation   Student Action 

 
Capital 
letters 

 
Underline missing capital letter, 
write ‘C’ in margin. 

When capital letters are 
missing from the start of 
sentences, or from proper 
nouns. 

In purple pen, put a 
capital letter where it 
needs to go. 

 
Spelling  

The word underlined with ‘Sp’ 
written above it. 
 
Teacher to write the correct 
spelling in margin. 

Incorrect spelling 
 
 

Students should copy out 
the correct spelling 3x in 
purple pen underneath 
 

Paragraphs // where the paragraph should be Paragraph needed. Student re-reads work 

 
Punctuation 

The phrase underlined, with ‘P’ 
written above the punctuation 
error / missing punctuation mark.  
 
Advice from teacher in margin – 
e.g. full stop, comma, question 
mark 

Punctuation absent / 
incorrect.   
 
 

In purple pen, put the 
correct punctuation 
where it needs to go. 

Content A ‘^’ placed where the missing 
words should be. 
 
Advice from teacher in margin if 
needed 

Where any words are 
missing or there is an 
obvious lack of content. 

In purple pen, add the 
missing words. 

 All teacher marking should be done in green pen. 

 Peer Assessment should be done in red pen. 

 Student work in response to advice should be in purple pen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Teachers should mark for literacy following their department literacy 

policy. 

 For extended writing one paragraph should be marked for literacy. 

 The spelling of subject specific key words should always be corrected.  

 

Student Response to Literacy Marking: 
Students should always: 

 complete corrections indicated by the teacher in purple pen. Spelling corrections 

should be done carefully to make sure they are accurate 

As directed by teacher: 

 re-write a paragraph with a purple pen to incorporate improvements / corrections;  

 address corrections in their next piece of work;  

 set SMART literacy targets for their next piece of work. 


